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rising had been almost entirely confined to the nobility;
Russia therefore turned to the peasants of Poland, released
them from all obligations to work upon the estates of the
large landowners, and handed over to them at least half
the land of the country as freehold property. The result
of this measure, and of the removal of the customs barrier
between the two countries in 1877, was twofold : the power
of the factious nobility was shattered for ever, and a
marvellous development of industry took place in Poland
which has united her to Russia "with chains of self-interest
likely to prove a serious obstacle to the realisation of Polish
hopes of independence." l It is indeed doubtful whether
at this date the Poles cherish any such hopes. What they
desire is national unity and self-government rather than
sovereign independence, and they know that they are at
least as likely to receive these from Russia as from Prussia.
While of late years the relations between Russia and
Poland have steadily improved, those between Russia and
Finland, on the contrary, have grown rapidly worse. Until
1809 Finland was a Grand-Duchy under the Swedish crown,
but in that year, owing to a war which had broken out
between Russia and Sweden, she passed into the control of
the nearer and more powerful State, after putting up a stub-
born resistance to annexation which will always figure as the
most glorious episode in the annals of the country. Alex-
ander L, who was at that time Tsar, adopted the same policy
towards Finland as he did towards Poland. He refused to
incorporate the new province into the Russian State-
system, he took the title of Grand-Duke of Finland (thereby
implying that she lay outside the Empire), and he con-
firmed the ancient liberties of the Finns. Later on they
even secured greater liberty than they had possessed under
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